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eNo doubt about it, my child; besides, that is a poiat
you need not take into consideration.'
*But, grandpapa, I must take that point into considera-
tion. We must meet each other.'
'You will meet before the marriage, but that will not
affect the conclusion.'
*I sincerely hope so, but we will not be too sure; we will
see.'
I told my governess privately, that I was determined not
to give my hand where I could not give my heart; or to a
man whose character I had not studied. She did not answer,
and when I insisted on her giving her opinion, she said that
she could not pronounce on such a delicate point; this
showed me very plainly she approved of my resolution.
Next day I went to see my aunt, the abbess, who listened
to me kindly; she hoped, she said, that I should like the
count, but in any case, the marriage was a settled thing; the
Princess of Brazil had suggested it, for the count was a
favourite of hers.
In a few days the count was introduced to me in the
presence of a large gathering. There was no question of
our marriage, but he talked a great deal about the foreign
countries he had visited. I spoke little, but listened atten-
tively. As I had but small experience, I could not judge
him by comparison, but I felt I could never belong to him.
He was a giggling, sneering, presumptuous fribble, stupid,
ill-mannered, and devout to fanaticism. He was ugly, ill-
made, conceited, and not ashamed to talk of his gallantries
in public. I was anything but civil to him, and I hoped that
he found me disagreeable. I heard nothing of him for eight
days, and I began to breathe freely; then my great-aunt
invited me to a dinner-party, where I met the fool and his
father, and my grandfather presented the former to me as
my future husband, bidding me fix a day for the signing
of the contract. I would rather have signed my death sen-
tence! I replied coldly that as soon as I had fixed on a day
1 would let them know, but that it would not be for some